
We set out to understand how 
Photovoice—a participatory visual 
method designed to foster critical 
reflection and social change—has been 
used to study and respond to climate 
change. We examined 31 studies from 
around the world to offer a 
comprehensive overview of the method’s 
current contributions and limitations in 
climate change research. 
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The article

The review identifies five primary uses of 
Photovoice that effectively elicit lived 
experiences of climate change. 
However, most studies did little to 
connect local experiences with global 
drivers of climate change, nor did they 
involve more powerful stakeholders. 

FINDINGS

IMPLICATIONS
If Photovoice projects do not explicitly connect local 
environmental observations to broader climate processes, 
participants are limited in their ability to situate their 
experiences within global climate dynamics or to engage in 
collective action. Excluding powerful stakeholders in 
Photovoice projects – such as policymakers – undermines 
the method’s potential to influence decision-making.

 Photovoice projects should introduce climate change explicitly and reflexively.
 They should help participants connect their photographs and experiences to wider climatic 

patterns, scientific knowledge, and global political structures.
 They need to include a broader range of stakeholders and build actionable pathways into

their design, so that participants can translate insights into social and political action.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Y-ENGAGE is a participatory action research project implemented by Ardhi University, University of Dar es Salaam, and the 

University of Copenhagen. The project seeks to understand and support young people's climate change awareness, agency 

and action in Tanzania and collaborates with Save the Children. Y-ENGAGE is funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Denmark (20-08-KU).  For more information: www.publichealth.ku.dk/y-engage 
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