
This brief reports on a scoping review 
published in Global Studies of 
Childhood. It examines young African 
people’s perceptions of climate change, 
drawing on an analysis of 18 articles 
published between 2013 and 2024. The 
authors sought to understand young 
people's knowledge and awareness of 
climate change in Africa, a population 
particularly vulnerable to its effects. 
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The article

The review finds that young Africans have 
low levels of awareness of climate 
change. Furthermore, misconceptions 
about climate change were observed in 
almost all reviewed studies and were 
common irrespective of the respondents’ 
reported awareness levels. 

FINDINGS

IMPLICATIONS
Findings highlight the need to equip young Africans with 
the requisite knowledge and skills to enhance their 
participation in tackling the climate crisis. If this knowledge 
deficit is not addressed, we will not be able to optimise
young people's role in climate change adaptation and 
mitigation strategies.

 Prioritise comprehensive climate change education
 Review and update curricula
 Combat misinformation across all channels
 Expand research on young people and adaptation strategies. 

RECOMMENDATIONS

Y-ENGAGE is a participatory action research project implemented by Ardhi University, University of Dar es Salaam, and the 

University of Copenhagen. The project seeks to understand and support young people's climate change awareness, agency 

and action in Tanzania and collaborates with Save the Children. Y-ENGAGE is funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Denmark (20-08-KU).  For more information: www.publichealth.ku.dk/y-engage 
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